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characterization, and some pre-eminently touching and edifying pre- 
sentations of religious truth. Since we read in one of those volumes 
" The Bird's-Nest in the Moon," at least thirty years ago, there has not 
been a day during which it has not recurred to our thoughts, and our 
whole life has been made happier, we trust better, by its lessons. We 
have been told that, for reasons applicable only to a small portion of 
these papers, the author suppressed what remained on sale of the 
edition many years ago, and that there is now hardly a copy to be 
found. Now what we suggest is, that Dr. Withington's friends insist, 
with a pertinacity which will not be refused, that he prepare for the 
press a volume of his miscellaneous writings. There is no man among 
us who could furnish a richer volume, and there are many of his papers 
which should not be suffered to pass out of knowledge. 



34. — Preparatory Latin Prose-Booh ; containing all the Latin Prose 
necessary for entering College. With References to Kuhner's and 
Andrews and Stoddard's Latin Grammars, Notes, Critical and Ex- 
planatory, a Vocabulary, and a Geographical and Historical Index. 
By. J. H. Hanson, A. M., Principal of the High School for Boys, 
Portland, Me. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, Lee, & Co. 1861. 12mo. 
pp. 762. 

There is a slight mistake in the title of this book. The study of 
" all the Latin prose " required by the Faculty of any particular college 
is properly regarded as " necessary for entering " that college. Mr. 
Hanson has not conformed his book to the requirements of any one 
college ; but he gives what in his judgment is a sufficient amount and a 
judicious course of preparatory reading. The volume contains a series 
of short excerpts from Cicero, four Books of Caesar's Commentaries, 
Sallust's Catiline, six of Cicero's Orations, and thirty-five of his Epistles, 
— a very admirable selection, but hardly equivalent to what is de- 
manded of a candidate for admission to our best colleges. We like Mr. 
Hanson's Notes. They are sufficiently few in number, and yet numer- 
ous enough for the needs of a diligent student, and they are concise, 
-well-worded, and always intelligible to a boy of ordinary capacity. In 
these notes the author omits no opportunity of elucidating the difference 
of signification between nearly synonymous words. Many annotations 
of this class are accredited to Dbderlein. We thank Mr. Hanson es- 
pecially for his services in this matter. The distinction in meaning 
between Latin words that will bear to be rendered by the same English 
word, if not recognized at an early stage of education, gets a subsequent 
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place in the memory only with difficulty, and very precariously ; and a 
large part of the pleasure and profit derived from the Latin classics 
depends on the capacity of discerning and enjoying the shades of sig- 
nificance expressed by words which an ordinary teacher permits his 
pupil to regard as identical in sense. Every scholar knows that 
Cicero's arguments often turn on such distinctions, and in his ethical 
writings they are frequently the key to a much profounder meaning 
than would suggest itself to a superficial reader. 

If it is best that a miniature Lexicon and Classical Dictionary should 
be appended to a work of this grade, these appendages are well pro- 
vided by Mr. Hanson. But we prefer that the pupil before entering 
college should acquire facility and skill in handling and consulting such 
dictionaries as he must use in college. It must be remembered that an 
intelligent and quick-eyed boy is constantly gleaning, together with the 
information for which he resorts to a vocabulary of any kind, items of 
collateral and kindred knowledge from the pages which he is obliged to 
consult. 



35. — Struggle for Life. By the Author of " Seven Stormy Sundays," 
" The Queen of the Red Chessmen," etc. Boston : Walker, Wise, 
& Co. 1861. 16mo. pp.311. 

A story without a moral, but full of the choicest moralities ; with- 
out an aim, but serving the best ends of story-writing ; without heroes 
and heroines, yet with a rare assortment of finely-painted characters ; 
without denouement in express form, yet developed naturally and beau- 
tifully. We can hardly discern the appropriateness of the title ; we 
certainly were not once reminded of it in reading the book ; yet it 
would be impossible to suggest a better title. We can best character- 
ize the story by saying that it is a sketch of just such a series of inci- 
dents as might occur in some two or three neighboring families in a 
series of years, so told that every character is naturally described and 
developed, and every scene suggests wholesome thought and inspires 
kindly feeling. We have seldom been better pleased, yet can hardly 
tell why. It has been with us in reading, as when we have looked on 
some group of natural scenery, in which there was no one striking ob- 
ject or salient point, yet the combination was so perfect as to reflect its 
aggregate beauty on every separate member. 



